Keats's Fame

have shown any one but a dolt that this was
a great poet in the making, and that it con-
tained, moreover, To One who has 'been long
in city pent ; Sleep and Poetry, and, above all,
the Sonnet on Chapman's Homer.

The reception that it got is notorious.
" The book/3 says Cowden Clarke, " might
have emerged in Timbuctoo with far stronger
chance of fame and appreciation. The whole
community, as if by compact, seemed deter-
mined to know nothing about it." This is a
slight exaggeration. There was a little sale ;
and this is how the publisher alludes to it :

" By far the greater number of persons who
have purchased it from us have found fault
with it in such plain terms, that we have in
many cases offered to take it back rather than
be annoyed with the ridicule which has, time
after time", been showered upon it. In fact,
it was only on Saturday last that we were
under the mortification of having our own
opinion of its merits flatly contradicted by a
gentleman, who told us he considered it f no
better than a take-in.' "

The critics however, said little about it (except
that Keats was unclean) ; their efforts were
reserved for Endymion^ which came out next
year. With this the friends of " that amiable
but infatuated young bardling, Mister John
Keats/* could no longer complain that he was
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